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“ "U.8. Cenisus Bureal. According to these data, the poverty rate for Minnesotans was

.

* area. Counties In the remainder of the state, especially outside the five metropoiitan areas
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' POYERTY CLIMBS FOR CENTRAL CITIES & NQORTHERN COUNTIES;

CHILDREN SEE THE LARGEST INCREASES

The Twin Cities metropolitan area, excluding the central cities, has by far the lowest

. poverty rates in Minnesota. * The northern half of the state, especially north-central

e “and 29.9 percent for children. (The lowest poveity rates.were recorded by Scott County, - o
i with an overall rate of 4.1 percent and a""glfnildran's_':pove‘ny rate of 4.3 percent.) o

Minnesota, has the highest rates of poverty.
These Gonclusions are drawn from new data from the 1990 Census, just released by the

10.2 percent in 1989, .7 percentage points higher than the 1979 rate of 9.5 percent. ‘The
poverty rate for children, however, was higher. The' poverty rate for.children in 1979,
already higher than that of the general population at 10.2 percent, rose 2.2 percentage

points over the last ten years. The new povertty rate 6f 12.4 percent means that morg than
12 of every 100 children in Minnesota was living in poverty in 1989. ... LY

i

“The number of people in poverty increased'16 percent ‘during the déééﬁde\;_ 10435331

persons. This was much faster than the 7ale’of growth for the.state’s papulation-during

that time. The growth in the number of childrér if poverty was:even larger at 20 percent. .
The number of Minnesota children in poverty reached 142,202 .- ..., - e

e

N . T g - nA ’
Two metropolitan counties had the largést’ intreases i riurbers of poor:persans.
Hennepin and Ramsey counties, especialiy-the central cities, accounted for 71 percentof -~
the total growth in the number of persons in‘poverty. ‘Poverty rates in thesg central cities.. .
were significantly higher than the county totals. Hennepin County's poverty rate-in 1989
was 9.2 percent; the city of Minneapolis registered 18.5 percent. Ramsey County’s poverty

rate was 114 percent,.while St. Paul registered 16.7 percent.

Yet,'poverty in Minnesota is nél confined to the innérf "“Mahnomen County had the

4.3 percent.- It alsd had the highest ratesin 1979, with 24 percent overall v

L highest poverty rates in Minnesota, with an ovérall rate-g, 26-percent and a poverty rate .-
_ for children of

/
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(Minneapolis-St. Paul, Rochester, Moorhéad, Dututh-and.St. Cloud), fared muchworse in* - .

‘poverty rales. In 1989, only 12 of Minnesota's 71 non-metropolitan counties had overall '

~‘poverty rates below 10-percent.”“There were just -10::non-metropolitan counties with.

children’s poverty rates below 10 percent. In.1989; six counties. had overall poverty rates f

of 20 percent or more, all of them being non-metropolitan”counties. ~ Eleven non- = .-
metropolitan counties had. children’s rates above: 20 percent, while no counties in.
metropolitan areas did so. = . " S -

Sevgp_'f_;!_l southern and southwest counties actually had a decrease in their poverty numbers
and parcentages, suggesting that many economically 'disa¢van_MQed people moved from
those areas to the Twin Cities during the last decade. Migration data, to be released later,

is needed to yefrgfy this conjecture. = - - . '




Poverty Threshoids In 1989 by Size of Family and Number of Related Children Under 18 Years
(Source: U.S. Census Bureau) : . :

Weighted Related children under 18 yoars
Size of Family Unit Average :
Threshoids None One Two Three Four Five
One person -~ $6,310 .
Under 65 years . 6,451 $6,451 ;
65 years and over 5.947 5,947 !
i
Two persons 8,078 C .
Householder under 65 8,343 8,303 '
Householder 65 and over 7.501 7.495 $8,547
Three persons 9,885 9,699 , 9981 $9,990
Four Persons ' 12,674 12,790 12,999 12575) $12819
Five persons 14,990 15,424 15,648 15,189 14,798 $14,572
Six persons 18,9211 17,790 17811 - 17,444 17,002 16,569 $16,259
Seven persons 19,162 20412 20,540 20,101 19,794 19.224| 18558 $17,828| -
Eight persons _ 21,328) 22830/ 23,031| 22617| 22253 21,738|" 21,084 20,403 $20,230
Nine or more persons 25,480 27.483 27586  27.229 26,921 26415|° 25719 25.089 24,933 $23373
- more -
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FOVERTY BY COUNTY, 1979-1 989
{Sources: 1880 Census, 1990 Censyus)

1979

1989 i
- [Percentof Percent of Percent of Percent of |
Persons in|Persons in Children in |Children in Persons in|Persons in Children in {Children in
State/County/City Poverty | Poverty Poverty | Poverty Poverty | Poverty Poverty | Poverty
Minnesota 374,956 9.5%| 117,967 10.2%| 435,331 10.2%| 142,202 12.4%:

Blue Earth
Brown
Carlton

Crow Wing
Dakota
Dodge

¢

Grant
Hennepin
Houston
Hubbard
isanti

Koochiching

Le Sueur

Martin
Meeker
Mille Lacs
Morrison

Lac Qui Parle .
. Lake
Lake of the Woods

4.4%
17.0%

- 970
427

Rags

41667

9.5%
10.6%

11.9%
10.8%
13.9%

16.0%




POVERTY BY COUNTY, 1979-1989
(Sources: 1580 Census, 1990 Census)

1979 1989
i Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent ¢~
Persons iniPersons in Children in (Children in Persons in{Persons in |Children in Chiidren }.
State/County/City Poverty | Poverty Poverty | Poverty Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty

‘Yellow Medicine

2 10.0% 1,328 L 2dwl 10.0% - -/ 4 12.8%
" . 766} - 218%] 14. . 159%
v { : v _‘ .8.9%
L 13.0%
.18.3%
7.3%
16.4%
18.9%
15.8%

Notes: 1.

Poverty status is determined for all persons except inmates of institutions, members

of the Amed Forces Iiving In barracks, college students living in dormitories, and

unrelated individuals under 15 years old.

Children = “related children,”® L.e., children and all other persons under 18 years of age

in the household who are related 1o the householder, except the spouse of the householder.
The average poverty threshoid for a family of four in 1979 was $7,412. In 1989, the

" average poverty threshold for a family of four was $12,674.
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